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We are entering the holiday season, which is a time for gatherings and reflection 
as the year ends. I am certain we can agree 2020 is a year we are grateful is near its 
conclusion. None of us, in our most imaginative nightmares, could have predicted 
how it unfolded.
Given the many ways the coronavirus (COVID-19) changed our daily lives 
through challenges and hardship for many, it may be more difficult to find reasons 
for thanksgiving. I recognize this fact, even as a 
card-carrying optimist. And yet, as I look back 
on what has been accomplished at Illinois State, 
I find many reasons to be grateful. 
I am most appreciative for the faculty and 
staff who worked to exhaustion fashioning a 
substantive university experience. I offer my 
sincere thanks for their selfless service while 
keeping the health, safety, and well-being of 
our campus and greater community a highest 
priority.
I have witnessed COVID-19 produce quiet  
heroes within the campus community and 
among alumni, many of whom have been on the 
front lines fighting the virus. National health 
care leader Mark Pelletier ’81, whose story is 
in this issue of State, gained a strong foundation at the University as he began his 
preparation to meet such a professional challenge. 
Another indicator of our stability and success is the fact that students voted with 
their feet and chose ISU, despite the uncertainty surrounding the pandemic. Our 
fall enrollment is 20,720, which is less than one percent lower than last year’s total. 
We continue to admit high school graduates who are stellar in the classroom. Read 
more about the numbers in the news section.  
We also celebrate in this issue the end of a successful fundraising initiative.  
Redbirds Rising: The Campaign for Illinois State is the largest fundraising campaign 
in university history and concluded with nearly $181 million raised to advance 
scholarship, leadership, and innovation. The total exceeds the goal by nearly  
$30 million thanks to more than 56,000 individuals who contributed. 
The University’s success is noted with rankings such as the Washington Monthly, 
which places Illinois State among the nation’s top 100 public universities based on 
our contribution to the public good. ISU has also been named a 2020 Best Bang for 
the Buck university in the Midwest. Criteria for selection includes how well an insti-
tution helps non-wealthy students obtain marketable degrees at affordable prices.  
These accomplishments demonstrate that Redbirds continued to rise in 2020,  
despite the ongoing health crisis and chaos it created throughout the year. I am 
truly grateful. My mind and my heart are filled with the pleasure, privilege, and 
thanksgiving for the honor of serving you.  
 
Larry H. Dietz, Ph.D. 
President, Illinois State University
FirstWord
14 From obstacle to advantage
   Sandra Torres ’06 spoke only her native Spanish 
when she arrived in the U.S., which created 
hurdles. She learned English and blended both 
languages into her dream career as a bilingual 
television reporter in Chicago using skills honed 
at TV-10. 
17 Caring for nation’s nurses
   A top administrator at a national health care ac-
creditation agency, Mark Pelletier ’81 is helping 
hospitals fight the coronavirus (COVID-19). He 
credits Mennonite College of Nursing for giving 
him the foundation he needed to lead during a 
pandemic. 
26 Second in command
   Managing academic endeavors is the job of the 
provost, who is second to the president. Meet the 
man beginning the work following retirement of 
a beloved administrator.
20 Eliciting emotion 
   There are no easy answers for veterans suffering 
from post-traumatic stress disorder, but dual 
alumnus Brett Gillan has a unique solution to 
deal with deep scars. He helps individuals write 
music at CreatiVets, a nonprofit that encourages 
veterans through the arts. 
30 Fantastic finale 
   Redbirds Rising: The Campaign for Illinois  
State began in 2013 with the goal of raising  
$150 million. The initiative ended in June having 
surpassed that mark thanks to 56,143 donors  
who invested $180.9 million. 
2 University News
 6 Redbird Athletics
 34 Alumni Report
On the cover: Gillan followed a different path when he 
left his business background to start a popular band 
on his journey to helping veterans. Illustration by Sean 
Thornton
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The University welcomed 3,353 freshmen for the 2020–2021 academic year. Total enrollment stands at 20,720.
“We began the academic year in a world changed by 
COVID-19,” said President Larry Dietz. “Illinois State’s strong 
fall enrollment figures attest to the University’s commit-
ment to providing an excellent educational experience and 
individualized attention, even during the most challenging 
circumstances.”
The University’s student population includes 17,987 un-
dergraduates and 2,733 graduate students. Graduate student 
enrollment is up 4 percent over last fall. Transfer student 
numbers for the semester stand at 1,678. The fall 2020 total 
enrollment represents a decline of less than 1 percent from 
the last academic year. 
“We are pleased to have a very talented group of new 
freshmen, transfers, and graduate students this year, as well 
as a significant number of students who are returning for 
their sophomore, junior, and senior years,” said Associate 
Vice President of Enrollment Management Jana Albrecht, 
MBA ’06. “We have our second largest Honors class, and our 
retention rates are significantly higher compared to the last 
five years.”
Illinois State consistently admits students with strong aca-
demic profiles. The academic quality of this year’s freshman 
class has increased further with a high school GPA of 3.5 on 
a 4.0 scale, an average ACT score near 24, and an average 
score of 1125 on the SAT. The incoming freshman class also 
includes more than 400 new students in the Honors Program.
Illinois State’s student body is becoming more diverse as 
well, with 31 percent of this year’s freshman class coming 
from traditionally underrepresented groups. Twenty-seven 
percent of the total student population comes from tradition-
ally underrepresented groups, with the number of African 
American students increasing by 5 percent, and the number 
of Hispanic students going up by 2 percent. International 
enrollment is nearly even with last year with a total of 547.
Enrollment numbers reflect ISU’s strength
UniversityNews
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An investment made  
in testing for virus
The need to make testing for the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) available to 
students throughout the fall semester 
resulted in an expenditure of millions 
for the University. 
Beyond testing symptomatic students 
through Student Health Services, the 
Board of Trustees approved spending 
up to $3.3 million for surveillance test-
ing. Sites were created on campus for 
the tests that target individuals who do 
not have COVID-19 symptoms. 
ISU also began partnering in Septem-
ber with the University of Illinois to use 
a saliva-based test it developed. The lab 
planned for campus will be able to test 
up to 10,000 individuals daily and will 
cost approximately $1 million. 
Testing is only one effort made by the 
University’s leadership to protect stu-
dents, faculty, and staff. To learn more 
about the actions taken go to Coronavi-
rus.IllinoisState.edu, which includes the 
plan put in place for students to return 
in August and weekly updates from 
President Larry Dietz. 
Campus mourns loss  
of former president
The University’s 12th president, Gene 
Budig, passed away September 8 at age 
81. He had been in hospice care. 
Budig came to ISU in 1972 as a vice 
president, dean, and professor of edu-
cation administration. He was acting 
president in 1973, was appointed in 1974 
and served until 1977. As president he 
won approval of two master’s degrees 
and four doctoral programs. He also 
added 80 faculty positions. 
“President Budig led during turbulent 
times. He worked to build bridges and 
keep Illinois State moving forward,” 
President Larry Dietz said. “Under his 
leadership, the University expanded 
degree offerings in the arts and business. 
His mark on the University will long be 
remembered.”
Budig’s career included teaching, 
working as a newspaper reporter and as 
a governor’s assistant. He was a major 
general in the Nebraska Air National 
Guard. Beyond ISU, he led the Universi-
ty of Kansas and West Virginia Univer-
sity before serving as president of Major 
League Baseball’s American League in 
1994. He was the last to hold the posi-
tion that was abolished in 2000 as part 
of a reorganization he helped organize.
Budig had been residing in South 
Carolina. He is survived by his wife, 
Gretchen, their three children, and five 
grandchildren. 
ISU leads team that helps 
prepare STEM teachers 
Professor of Chemistry Willy Hunter is 
leading a multi-state team that received 
a $2.9 million grant from the National 
Science Foundation (NSF) to assist 
mathematics and science teachers in 
high-needs schools.   
“There is a critical need for highly ef-
fective K-12 STEM teachers in those dis-
tricts where students are underserved,” 
said Dr. Hunter, who is partnering with 
Dr. Rebekka Darner on the project. 
She is the director of ISU’s Center for 
Mathematics, Science and Technology 
(CeMast). 
The funds will pay for three years of 
summer professional development of 
teachers, including the annual Midwest 
Regional Robert Noyce Conference with 
750 attendees.     
Collaborating with universities in 
Missouri, Kansas, and southern Illinois, 
Hunter and CeMaST staff will also 
spearhead professional development for 
the NSF’s regional Robert Noyce Teach-
er Scholarship Program.  
Planning advances for  
engineering program
Open forums held during the fall 
semester provided campus input about 
the addition of engineering programs. A 
steering committee began investigating 
in 2017 the feasibility of offering the 
degrees. Members have worked with 
consultants in reviewing feasibility 
studies, assessing campus facilities, and 
considering synergies between existing 
programs and the fields of electrical and 
mechanical engineering.
“With goals of maintaining a stable 
student enrollment, attracting diverse 
students and faculty, and aligning with 
local and regional industry, we believe 
we are laying the groundwork for con-
tinued success for Illinois State Univer-
sity,” said Provost Aondover Tarhule.
Free and accessible testing sites were opened on campus during the fall semester as just one 
part of a plan to protect students, faculty, and staff. 
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Library dean chosen 
Dr. Dallas Long has been named dean of 
Milner Library after serving as an asso-
ciate dean there since 2014. He joined 
Milner as head of access services, then 
took on roles as the copyright officer and 
subject librarian for the Department of 
Geology and Geography before becom-
ing associate dean.
Long completed two master’s degrees 
at the University of Illinois at Urba-
na-Champaign and a doctorate at ISU. 
A Fulbright Scholar in Hungary and 
Qatar, he is an author who serves on the 
editorial board of the Journal of Access 
Services and the Association of College 
and Research Libraries’ Publications in 
Librarianship. 
Estate gift advances 
Alumni Engagement
A $1.4 million gift from the estate of 
James Ronald Beales ’54, M.S. ’59, will 
support initiatives of the University’s 
Alumni Engagement Office. Located in 
the Alumni Center, the office space has 
been renamed the Ron and Mary Kath-
leen Beales Alumni Engagement Suite. 
Ron’s Illinois State journey began in 
1948. He lettered in football, wrestling, 
and track and field. His natural talent 
and athletic ability led to his 1977 in-
duction into the Illinois State Athletics 
Percy Family Hall of Fame. The estate 
gift left after his death in May of 2019 
will further enhance the reach of Alum-
ni Engagement, which serves more than 
220,000 ISU graduates. 
The funds will allow Alumni Engage-
ment to increase digital alumni engage-
ment opportunities, foster additional 
alumni network programming, and 
provide resources toward innovative 
registration and assessment technology. 
“Ron and Mary’s gift furthers our 
work of connecting, uplifting, and en-
gaging Illinois State alumni,” said Alum-
ni Engagement Executive Director Kris 
Harding, M.S. ’94. “We are extremely 
grateful to be on the receiving end of 
Ron and Mary’s incredible generosity.”
Federal grant will help 
TRIO students succeed
ISU’s TRIO/Student Support Services 
(SSS) program will receive a $1.5 million 
grant from the U.S. Department of 
Education to help more first-generation 
students graduate. 
The University’s TRIO program 
serves 232 students who have a 96 
percent retention rate. Students who 
are underrepresented or low income 
receive assistance that includes tutoring, 
financial literacy, career development, 
pathways to graduate school, referral 
to resources, and student leadership 
development.
“Illinois State’s TRIO/SSS program 
recognizes the wealth that first-gen-
eration students bring to the campus 
community and walks alongside them 
as they use their strengths to achieve 
optimal personal and academic success,” 
said TRIO/SSS Coordinator Shatoya 
Black. ISU has received federal funding 
for TRIO since the 1980s. 
Prof named among best 
scholars in country
Miltonette Craig has been nationally 
recognized as a 2020 Emerging Scholar 
by Diverse Issues in Higher Education. 
Craig is one of only 15 scholars in the 
nation named to the prestigious list. 
An assistant professor in the Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice Sciences, 
Craig’s areas of research include po-
lice-community relations, race/ethnicity 
and crime, courts and sentencing, and 
prisoner re-entry. 
She speaks across the county on fed-
eral prison education programs, social 
structure and crime, and individual 
rights during a search and seizure. Her 
work has appeared in The Criminologist 
and the Journal of Criminal Justice.
Craig completed a Ph.D. at Florida 
State University and a law degree from 
Georgia State University. She serves as a 
co-advisor of her department’s Break-
ing Barriers program, which addresses 
the declining number of women in 
criminal justice sciences majors. She is 
a member of the Academy of Criminal 
Justice Sciences, the American Soci-
ety of Criminology, and the American 
Sociological Association.
Graduate degree set  
for athletic training 
For nearly two decades, ISU has pre-
pared athletic trainers at the under-
graduate level in a program accredited 
by the Commission on Accreditation of 
Assistant Professor Miltonette Craig
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Athletic Training Education. Beginning 
next summer, the University will offer a 
master’s degree that replaces the under-
graduate program. 
The change is in accord with a deci-
sion to require those taking the national 
certification exam to have the graduate 
credential. Faculty have prepared a 
two-year, 52 credit-hour program that 
involves didactic coursework, clinical 
education, and a semester long immer-
sive clinical experience. 
The master’s program will continue 
ISU’s tradition of excellence, as the 
University has the highest number of 
athletic trainers in the state. It also 
boasts the highest first-time pass rate  
on the certification exam at 95 percent. 
Federal funds target 
teachers of disabled
The U.S. Department of Education has 
awarded ISU a $1.23 million, five-year 
grant to assist students in their future 
work with infants and toddlers who are 
blind or deaf and their families. The 
funds will be used to develop the LIM-
ITLESS program.
Professor of deaf education Dr. 
Maribeth Lartz and Dr. Mindy Ely, an 
assistant professor of low vision/blind-
ness education, are leading the project. 
Its goal is to integrate special education 
and speech language pathology study 
into teacher training, blending disci-
plines in the College of Education and 
College of Arts and Sciences. 
“We’re not aware of any similar in-
terdisciplinary programs geared toward 
ages 0-3 in the country,” Lartz said. The 
two-year graduate program will meet a 
growing need for skilled professionals 
to work with young children.
“We have a perilous shortage—not 
only in the state of Illinois, but the na-
tion—of early intervention practitioners 
for children who are blind or deaf, ages 
birth to three,” Lartz said. “These early 
years are a critical time, not just for 
development of the child, but also for 
the families.” 
Elizabeth (Betty) Chapman came to ISU in 1983 as dean of the College of 
Applied Science. The only classroom computers were in a single lab in the 
Department of Computer Science. Everywhere else, word processing was 
completed on typewriters. In the early 1980s, the college provided a single 
portable computer for faculty checkout that weighed 35 pounds and was the 
size of a suitcase! 
It was a time of tremendous change in the use of computer technology 
during her 12 years as dean. She was then invited to fill the role of acting as-
sociate provost, a position she was later selected to fill on a permanent basis. 
When she retired from the post in 2003, the University was just beginning to 
teach an occasional online course.
Her most fulfilling assignment in this role as associate provost was to 
provide the leadership for the transition of the Mennonite School of Nursing 
from its status as a private nursing school in Bloomington to an outstanding 
component of ISU’s degree programs.
Chapman pursued in retirement her hobby of raising and showing dogs, 
becoming president of the national club for her breed: Soft Coated Wheaten 
Terriers. Under the kennel name of Caraway, she and her partner bred and 
exhibited the reigning international champion “Kovu,” who won the pres-
tigious terrier group at Crufts. It is the oldest and largest dog show held annu-
ally in England.
Chapman lives in a golfing community in North Carolina called Whispering 
Pines between the ocean and the Appalachian foothills in an area of ancient 
sand dunes. There are two retired show dogs in the household. The quaran-
tine keeps Betty close to home. A weekly game of golf with friends and walks 
around the quiet neighborhood break the isolation. She continues to be active 
in her local progressive Christian church, where she serves on the board and 
as treasurer.  
Fond remembrances of colleagues and friends from ISU are with Chapman 
always. She can be reached at echapman@ilstu.edu.
Where are they now?
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by Nick Erickson
For a college basketball player, there’s no better month than March. It’s when all the hard work culminates, and tickets to the hallowed NCAA championships are 
punched. 
Carrying a four-game win streak into the Missouri Valley 
Conference tournament, including a victory against national-
ly ranked Missouri State on Feb. 27, the Illinois State women’s 
basketball team was riding high. The Redbirds felt they had 
just as good a chance as anyone to win the nine-team MVC 
tournament in the Quad Cities and earn the league’s automat-
ic bid to the NCAAs.
“In March, anything can happen,” current senior JuJu Red-
mond said. “That’s why it’s called March Madness.”
Before they could ever take the court, an entirely different 
madness swept through the country—and globe. On Wednes-
day, March 11, two days before the Redbirds quarterfinal 
contest against Northern Iowa, the NBA abruptly suspended 
its season after its first positive case of the novel coronavi-
rus (COVID-19). That set off a domino effect. By the next 
afternoon, most sporting events for the foreseeable future 
were canceled. That included the remainder of the college 
basketball season.
When that news broke, the Redbirds were on the court in 
the Quad Cities practicing. Coach Kristen Gillespie gathered 
her team in a huddle and shared the news. Gillespie would 
later say on Twitter that it was the hardest thing she had to 
do as a coach.
All the sudden, the Redbirds’ hopes of playing in the NCAA 
tournament were dashed.
“It was really sad because I really felt like we could have 
made it far and to the championship game and made it to 
the Big Dance,” Redmond said. “We played so hard for our 
seniors to get there.”
Dealing with a lost season
RedbirdAthletics
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Winter sports were canceled right at the climax of their 
seasons. Spring sports didn’t have much of an opportunity to 
get off the ground, while fall sports wound up being post-
poned before they even started.
The Illinois State baseball team, fresh off a trip to the 
NCAA tournament in 2019, was playing in Florida when the 
country began shutting down. The Redbirds, just 16 games 
into the season, played Florida State University on March 11 
and were in the middle of the game when news broke of the 
NBA. 
“That was when we knew we might be in some trouble,” 
said pitcher Colton Johnson ’20. The NCAA called off the 
spring sports season before Illinois State had its next game 
two nights later.
It was a bittersweet end for everyone, but the NCAA left it 
up to schools to determine waivers for spring sport athletes 
since their seasons had barely begun. Winter athletes did 
not have such a luxury since most of their seasons had been 
completed.
Johnson took advantage of that rule and decided to come 
back to Illinois State. After earning an undergraduate degree 
in personal finance, Johnson will return to ISU to pursue 
both a master’s degree and another NCAA tournament run. 
“Last year we stressed having fun and not thinking about 
the moment,” he said. “This year, guys like me who are there 
for another year, we’re taking nothing for granted. You never 
know when your last game might be.”
Some even see the disappointment as an extra opportunity. 
Last spring, several members of the Redbird track and field 
teams were having to choose between Olympic trials and an 
NCAA season. There wasn’t enough time between the spring 
2020 outdoor national championships and the trials to amply 
do both. But with the Tokyo Olympics pushed back, the 
schedules will align better this spring.
“I’ll be another year stronger, older, and have another year 
to work technically,” said thrower Sydney Laufenberg, who 
was a second-team All-American in 2019. “I keep trying to 
think that this is happening for good reasons.”
Most athletes are aware that the situation is bigger than 
themselves and that everyone’s health comes first and 
foremost. They also know the fluid situation is out of their 
control. 
For now, student-athletes are training hard as if they will 
get to compete for championships again while wearing the 
Redbird logo on their jerseys. The suspension of their beloved 
sports has given them an extra hunger to give it everything 
they’ve got when they once again can suit up and compete. 
“We are an extremely motivated group, and I think we have 
unfinished business because we didn’t get to show how much 
better we had gotten throughout the season last year,” said 
women’s basketball player Mary Crompton. “We will miss our 
seniors, but we have a lot of players from that team back with 
something to prove.”
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Lyons announces plan  
to begin retirement 
Illinois State Director of Athletics Larry 
Lyons ’86 announced in October that 
he plans to retire near the end of the 
calendar year, closing the book on a 
distinguished 33-year run as an athletics 
administrator at ISU.
Lyons served as director of athletics at 
Illinois State since May of 2013. During 
his tenure, he upgraded facilities from 
Redbird Arena to Duffy Bass Field to 
Hancock Stadium, while also securing 
major financial gifts for the depart-
ment.  Lyons’ leadership resulted in 
Athletics setting multiple department 
GPA records, including the record-high 
3.61 GPA set in spring 2020. Eleven 
student-athletes were named Bone 
Scholars during his tenure. 
In competition, Redbird squads com-
bined to win 24 team titles and made 15 
appearances in the postseason. In 2014, 
ISU earned a spot on the national stage 
as the Redbird football program compet-
ed for the NCAA FCS national champi-
onship. During the 2018-19 school year, 
Illinois State earned six team titles on 
way to being named the Missouri Valley 
Conference All-Sports Champion. That 
finish extended a streak of ISU finishing 
first, second, or third in 26 of the past 29 
years in the annual calculation.
“It has been an honor and privilege to 
serve Illinois State. In my 33 years, there 
have been significant improvements in 
and around Redbird Athletics,” Lyons 
said, thanking President Larry Dietz in 
an address to the local media. “To have 
played a role in those improvements 
and be a part of the tremendous Redbird 
culture is very gratifying.”
Redbirds well represented  
in 2020 NFL season  
The Jacksonville Jaguars have per-
haps created new fans in Normal as they 
started two former Redbirds on offense 
during Week 1 of the season.  
James O’Shaughnessy, a tight end who 
starred at Illinois State from 2010-2014, 
and James Robinson, a record-setting 
running back for the Redbirds from 
2016-2019, both cracked the top of the 
depth chart at their respective positions. 
O’Shaughnessy, a 2014 political sci-
ence graduate, was a fifth-round pick in 
the 2015 NFL Draft and has been with 
Jacksonville since 2017. At Illinois State, 
he was an All-Missouri Valley Football 
Conference Second-Team selection 
as a senior. He scored a touchdown in 
Larry Lyons ’86
Neal Cotts was on track to graduate when Major League Baseball came 
calling during the 2001 draft, where the Oakland Athletics selected him the 
second round with the 69th overall pick. Cotts, who was inducted into the 
Percy Family Athletics Hall of Fame in 2015, proved his worth throughout 
his 10-year Major League career. Cotts won a World Series with the Chicago 
White Sox in 2005.
Last May, nearly two decades after he left for the big leagues, Cotts official-
ly added Illinois State graduate to his World Series champion resume. After 
taking online classes for several years, he earned his diploma after completing 
an internship last spring. Cotts currently works as an instructor at a baseball 
facility in Chicago.  
“Ultimately, there was always a part of me that wanted to complete my 
journey here at ISU. I’m embedded here from my time playing baseball and I 
cherish my relationship with ISU Athletics,” Cotts said. “Some of my fondest 
memories and friends were made at ISU. It holds more meaning for me to 
have a degree from the place where it all started. ISU helped me mature a lot 
both on and off the field and the experiences gained in Normal helped me 
have the type of career I wanted.”
Where are they now?
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To be eligible for the scholar award, 
student-athletes must be a sophomore, 
junior, or senior academically. They 
must also have a stroke-average under 
76.0. The four finished inside of the top-
five on the team in scoring average, led 
by Perkins’ 69.4 stroke average.
Perkins was named the Missouri 
Valley Conference Golfer of the Year. He 
was also named an All-American by the 
Golf Coaches Association of America 
and PING. His 69.39 stroke average  
was the lowest by a Missouri Valley 
Conference golfer since the 2003 sea-
son. Before the season was shut down 
due to the virus, Perkins was on the 
watch list for the Ben Hogan Award, 
which is given to the top amateur golfer 
in the country. 
Illini football game set  
for fall of 2028
The in-state football showdown be-
tween ISU and the University of Illinois 
has been pushed back from 2020 to 
2028. The contest slated for September 
4 of this year was canceled due to the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. The 
game is now set for September 2, 2028, 
at the Memorial Stadium on the Cham-
paign campus. 
It worked out well the last time the 
Redbirds played a Big Ten school from 
the state. On September 10, 2016, Sean 
Slattery ’17 kicked a 33-yard field goal as 
time expired in Illinois State’s 9-7 win at 
Northwestern. 
the 2014 national championship game 
against North Dakota State.
Robinson finished his illustrious four-
year career at Illinois State ranked No. 2 
all-time in rushing yards (4,444), rush-
ing touchdowns (44), all-purpose yards 
(5,218), and total touchdowns scored 
(46). Despite a strong performance in 
the East-West Shrine Bowl game last 
January, where he burst for a 63-yard 
touchdown run, he went undrafted and 
signed as a free agent with Jacksonville 
last April.
After a strong training camp, he was 
named the Jaguars’ starter at run-
ning back following the departure of 
incumbent Leonard Fournette to Tampa 
Bay. Robinson scored his first career 
touchdown on Sept. 20 at the Tennessee 
Titans. 
Others playing in the league this sea-
son are Mike Liedtke ’14, Washington; 
Davontae Harris ’17, Denver; and Luther 
Kirk ’20, Minnesota.
The Redbirds are also represented in 
the press box. Mark Grote ’95 is the Chi-
cago Bears sideline reporter for WSCR 
Radio in Chicago, and Josh Tolentino ’17 
is the Miami Dolphins beat writer for 
The Athletic.
Grote has covered every Chicago 
professional sports team in some form. 
He covered the Cubs for three years, 
including the championship season of 
2016. Now he is around the Bears year-
round and works all the games at home 
and away. Tolentino has only been on 
the Dolphins beat for a few months. He 
previously wrote about the Green Bay 
Packers and most recently Tampa Bay 
Rays baseball, all for The Athletic over 
the past couple of years. Both worked 
in student media at Illinois State, with 
Grote working at WZND and Tolentino 
being the former sports editor at The 
Vidette. 
Men’s golf team earns  
many high accolades 
The Redbird men’s golf team earned the 
Golf Coaches Association of America 
(GCAA) Presidents Special Recognition 
honor, which goes to a team finishing 
its season with a GPA of 3.5 and above. 
Illinois State was one of 56 schools to 
reach that prestigious level.
In addition, four Redbird student-ath-
letes were named GCAA Division I 
Srixon/ Cleveland Golf All-America 
Scholars. They were Dan Anfield, Joel 
Durnford, Andrew O’Brien, and David 
Perkins. 
Kierston Farley-Sepe was the 2020 Missouri Valley Conference swimmer of the year, the 
first Redbird student-athlete to earn the award since 2004. After transferring to ISU from 
Kentucky prior to the 2018-2019 season, she had a record-breaking two years with the 
Redbirds. How many school records did she accumulate? 
Answer: Nine. The Milwaukee native holds the school record in the 400 IM, 50 back,  
50 fly, 100 fly, 100 IM, 200 butterfly, 200 medley relay, 400 medley relay, and 200 IM.
Redbird Trivia
James O’Shaughnessy
Fall 2020    STATE    9
The Bone Student Center opened in October 1973 and quickly 
became a hub of campus activity. There were minor changes over 
time, including the addition of international flags, shown above,  
but the facility needed to be upgraded. That work has been accom-
plished through the Bone Student Center revitalization project and 
the concourse improvement project, which took more than three 
years to complete. Designed to be more welcoming with an open 
design concept, the improved center offers places to dine, shop, 
socialize, and study. A third-floor atrium is used by the Office of 
Admissions to welcome prospective students, and the diversity  
of the University is celebrated by the new, digital international  
flags display. The modern yet warm atmosphere is a welcome 
change for the 5,000 daily visitors and organizers of the more than 
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Monument tied to movement 
It took Dr. Lorenzo Pace, Ed.D. ’78, nearly a decade to create  
a 65-foot black granite sculpture titled the “Triumph of the 
Human Spirit.” He designed the abstract female antelope 
known as the Chiwara from Mali, Africa, that stands in New 
York City’s Thomas Paine Park at Foley Square. Given Pace 
crafted the piece as a reminder of the early dehumanizing 
of  Black people, it is fitting that the sculpture has become 
a gathering site for the Black Lives Matter movement in 
Lower Manhattan. It has been highlighted in national media 
coverage, making Pace’s work integral to the ongoing pursuit 
of equity and justice. 
Blazing a tech trail  
As the inaugural Association of Computing Machinery Wom-
en (ACM-W) North America chair, Monica McGill, Ed.D. ’10, 
volunteers to promote, advocate for, and celebrate women in 
technology. She formed CSEdResearch.org, a nonprofit orga-
nization that evaluates and advances computing education 
in K-12 curricula. McGill is CEO and president of the agency 
that evolved from her research funded through the National 
Science Foundation. She is an associate professor of comput-
er science at Knox College. She also serves on the Sjögren’s 
Foundation Board of Directors to educate and advocate for 
patients and their families affected by Sjögren’s Syndrome, 
which is an autoimmune condition. 
ApplausePause for
Playwright with a purpose 
York Walker ’09 is an actor and playwright chosen as the first 
recipient of the Colman Domingo Award through New York 
City’s Vineyard Theatre. The honor supports a Black artist in 
the development of new work. Walker plans to tell stories of 
Black and Black LGBTQ people, drawing on his own expe-
riences as a Black gay actor. “It feels like part of my mission 
and life work to tell stories,” said Walker, who earned an MFA 
from the American Conservatory Theater for Acting. While at 
ISU, he helped found the Black Actors Guild, now known as 
the Black Artists’ League.
Taking care of Illinois business
Dan Wagner ’89, M.S. ’94, is secretary of the Illinois Chamber 
of Commerce board. Senior vice president of government 
relations for the Inland Real Estate Group of Companies Inc., 
he was inducted into the Hall of Fame for the Illinois Realtors 
and the National Association of Realtors. As a member of the 
International Council of Shopping Centers, Wagner advocat-
ed for the Marketplace Fairness Act that the Supreme Court 
ruled into law in 2018. A recipient of ISU’s Alumni Achieve-
ment Award, he is in the College of Arts and Sciences Hall of 
Fame and the Steve and Sandi Adams Legacy Hall of Fame. 




Those who founded ISU’s sorority and fraternity community 
more than 50 years ago would be proud of the 2,500 affiliat-
ed students today, as they find meaningful ways to live their  
organization’s values. 
Assistant Dean Shawn Dowiak differentiates the expe-
rience of yesterday and today. “What is fulfilling about the 
sorority and fraternity experience is that it still provides a 
support network for students to be successful in their endeav-
ors in college and beyond,” Dowiak said. 
“What has changed is that the experience for many stu-
dents today is one piece of their leadership identity, whereas 
historically for many students it would have been the main 
piece of their identity.”
The scope of leadership in the community is obvious to 
presidents of each of the four governing councils, who wit-
ness how Greek organizations are rising by lifting up others. 
 “I have seen the Panhellenic women more actively vol-
unteering and giving to those in need,” said Ellie Cheline, 
College Panhellenic president. One example is the efforts of 
Grace Ruff, a nursing major and member of Zeta Tau Alpha. 
She raised more than $1,500 to send care packages to ICU 
nurses during the pandemic. 
“ICU nurses naturally present with higher burnout rates 
and work-related stress due to caring for patients in extreme-
ly critical condition. Empathizing with nurses in this difficult 
position, along with my career goal to become an ICU nurse, 
Students contribute through Greek life 
by Amanda Highland
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led me to create ISeeYou,” Ruff said. “With some help, I was 
able to create my own website, Instagram, and Facebook  
pages to get the word out and was able to make an impact  
on more than 200 local ICU nurses.” 
Interfraternity Council President Clark Purdy is equally 
proud of efforts by Auggie Margarida, philanthropy chair of 
Alpha Tau Omega. Margarida led a T-shirt fundraiser and 
motivated both students and alumni to raise money for the 
Frontline Responders Fund. Angelica Rodriquiz is president 
of the United Greek Council. It includes the Zeta Chapter  
of Sigma Lambda Gamma, which donated money to the  
Minnesota Freedom Fund to provide funding to promote 
racial equality.
Members of the Greek community also encourage each 
other, which has been the experience of Black Greek Council 
President Naudia Williams. “My sorority sisters have always 
been supportive of my poetry, pushing me to be myself more 
than anything,” Williams said. 
“At a young age, I began to enter speech and poetry compe-
titions. This year I am competing in America’s Best College 
Poet Competition, where I will be representing Illinois State 
University.”
While students could have been discouraged this year by 
challenges surrounding the coronavirus, those in the Greek 
community have remained positive and taken action. To con-
tinue learning about how Illinois State is helping sorority and 
fraternities meet the needs of others, follow the community 
on social media.
Students serving on the Black Greek Leadership Council and United 
Greek Council umbrella organizations, left, pose at the new entry 
steps to the Bone Student Center. They partner with members of 
the Interfraternity Council, inset. Sorority member Grace Rugg, 
above, organized an outreach to encourage nurses. 
Follow us on Facebook        Like us on Twitter 
/DOS.IllinoisState       /ISU_DoS
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Fulfilling a
B Y  N I C K  E R I C K S O N
T he thought of moving away—again—was a bit un-nerving for Sandra Torres ’06.When she was 13 and spoke no English, her fam-ily packed up their life in their native Colombia and 
immigrated to the Chicago area for new opportunities.
Torres spent the rest of her adolescent years maturing in 
the Windy City and developing an interest in television news. 
After graduating from Buffalo Grove High School and attend-
ing Harper College in nearby Palatine, Torres wanted to turn 
her self-proclaimed TV nerdiness into a career. She was ready 
to leave the place where she evolved from a girl learning to 
speak English to a woman who had a vision for herself.
She toured the TV-10 studios at Illinois State, which 
reminded her of the NBC 5 Chicago studio she saw at 17 on 
a high school field trip. Her dreaming began. One day, she 
wanted to call that downtown Chicago studio home. She 
cemented her professional journey at ISU as a mass commu-
nication major.
Torres spent most of her time at the student-run televi-
sion studio in the basement of Fell Hall. She was a tenacious 
worker, which prepared her for her current and dream job. 
She eloquently reports in English and Spanish as a journalist 
at NBC 5/Telemundo Chicago in the third-largest market in 
the country.
“I’m so thankful because if it wasn’t for ISU, I wouldn’t be 
where I’m at today,” said Torres, who became the Broadcast 
Hall of Fame’s youngest inductee in 2019. “I love that I now 
have this opportunity in the Chicago area, and that I can do it 
in English and Spanish. I’m sharing to two different audienc-
es, and I feel so proud to be able to do that.”
Fulfilling her dream required an immeasurable amount of 
work, which is true of all Torres accomplished since step-
ping foot on American soil. It took about 18 months before 
she felt comfortable speaking English. Her parents instilled 
in her and brother, Sebastian Torres ’10, the importance of 
assimilating into the American culture to succeed but also not 
forgetting Spanish or where they came from. Sebastian is a 
former TV-10 worker who is now a photographer at Telemun-
do Chicago. The siblings are colleagues.
“I feel really blessed and very fortunate that I’ve been able 
to get to this position and have been able to get this far,” Tor-
res said. “I am very aware of the sacrifices my parents made 
to get me and my brother to this country to build us a better 
future.”
Torres was originally a production student at Illinois State. 
She took a writing class with TV-10 News Director Laura 
Trendle Polus, who saw the potential in Torres and asked if 
she had considered being on air. That prompting resulted in 
Torres becoming a TV-10 reporter and anchor.
Trendle Polus said that because English was Torres’ second 
language, she was especially careful with the words she used, 
thus polishing her writing and storytelling ability. Her work 
ethic and a naturally friendly personality gave Torres more 
confidence with each story.
“She is just such a warm and relatable person that she may-
be underestimated how much that would do for her,” Trendle 
Polus said. “It was her natural way to be very engaging and 
put somebody at ease in an interview.”
Torres interned at WMBD in Peoria before returning to 
Chicago after graduation as a freelance Spanish-speaking re-
porter at Telemundo Chicago. She worked behind the scenes 
at NBC 5, which shares a building with Telemundo Chicago.
“I’m so thankful I got that experience, but I so badly 
wanted to be on the other side of the newsroom,” Torres said. 
“I came to this country and worked so hard to learn English, 




Sandra Torres is one of the first faces Chicagoans see every morning 
as she reports for NBC 5's morning newscast. Here she is pictured 
with reporter/anchor Alex Maragos.
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She landed a bilingual reporting gig at WDJT-TV CBS 58/
Telemundo Wisconsin in Milwaukee before coming back 
in 2015 to CBS 2 in Chicago. In 2017, Torres summited the 
mountain. She was hired as a bilingual reporter to gather 
news for the station that provided her first taste of reporting 
in Chicago—Telemundo Chicago, as well as the one that was 
always a big-picture goal—NBC 5.
“I’m just so proud of her,” a beaming Trendle Polus said of 
her first student to earn an on-air job in the Chicago market.
Torres works 4 a.m.-to-noon shifts, traversing the city for 
breaking news and features stories articulated well in both 
languages, all while building a family with her husband. The 
first-time mother is a board member of the National Associ-
ation of Hispanic Journalists—Chicago Chapter. She’s also 
served Illinois State as an ambassador and recruiter.
Whether it’s returning to emcee ISU events or joining 
classes via Zoom, Torres embodies the Redbird spirit—so 
much so that when an aspiring reporter approached her in 
the city one day, Torres encouraged her to come to Illinois 
State. That student, Annamarie Schutt, is a current reporter 
for TV-10 and WZND.
“I am so passionate about TV-10 and their program,” Torres 
said. “That just makes me so proud because it worked so well 
for me.”
“When Sandra says ‘You should check out ISU,’ that’s abso-
lute gold,” Trendle Polus added. “The fact that she will speak 
well for us and push people our direction, I couldn’t afford to 
pay her what that is worth.”
For Torres, every recommendation stems from her desire 
for others to experience what she gained at Illinois State, 
which she proudly embraces as her collegiate home.
Torres is now colleagues at Telemundo Chicago with her brother, Sebas-
tian Torres ’10, a photographer at the station and fellow TV-10 alum.
TV-10 ALUMS
Who Are Current 
On-Air Television 
Personalities
DAN ROAN ’77—Roan has been the WGN-
TV sports director since 1984. He has cov-
ered World Series, Stanley Cup champion-
ships, NBA championships, Super Bowls, 
and national championships for college 
football and basketball.
KURT PEGLER ’87—Pegler is the sports di-
rector at WMBD-TV in Peoria and has won 
Associated Press and Illinois Broadcasters 
Association awards numerous times. He 
is a member of the Illinois State Athletics 
Percy Family Hall of Fame.
ALICIA BETTES ’94—Bettes is on the air 
and managing on-air talent at Accu Weath-
er's headquarters in Pennsylvania. She's 
also been a producer at FOX32 in Chicago.
ERIN CHRISTIANSEN ’97—Christiansen 
is returning to Tucson, Arizona, as chief 
meteorologist for KOLD-TV.  She was pre-
viously at KGUN-TV, and has also worked 
in West Palm Beach, Florida.
DANI MAXWELL ’00—Maxwell is the 
executive producer and anchor of Wake 
Up Wisconsin at WKOW-TV in Madison, 
Wisconsin.
DARALENE JONES ’02, M.S. ’03—Jones is 
a weekend anchor and weekday reporter 
at WFTV-TV in Orlando, Florida. She has 
worked at markets in Champaign; Mem-
phis, Tennessee; and Philadelphia. 
JEFF WAGNER ’09—Wagner is a reporter 
at WCCO-TV in Minneapolis. Wagner was 
also a reporter and anchor in Indianapolis 
and Champaign. 
LINDSEY BOETSCH ’10—The pandemic 
created a new job for Boetsch as she is 
now hosting a weekly show called "Good 
to Know," which is airing on 44 Scripps-
owned TV stations across the country.
ZAC SUMMERS ’11—Summers is a reporter 
at WDAF Fox4 in Kansas City, Missouri. 
He had previous stops in Western Wash-
ington and College Station, Texas.  
ALYSSA DONOVAN ’12—Donovan works 
in Indianapolis and does weather forecasts 
on WRTV's weekend morning newscasts. 
She's also worked in Kansas City, Spo-
kane, and Peoria. She's currently working 
on her meteorology degree.
ALEXIS MCADAMS ’13—McAdams is 
reporting news at ABC 7 in Chicago. She 
has also had stints in Indianapolis and 
Rockford.
AARON EADES ’14—Eades is a newscast 
producer at Spectrum 13 in Orlando, Flori-
da. This is his second stop, after five years 
at WCIA-TV in Champaign. 
KRISTI O’CONNOR ’15—O’Connor rose 
through the ranks quickly and is a reporter 
at WBTV in Charlotte, North Carolina, in 
just her second job out of college. She also 
anchors WBTV Saturday Morning.  
KATY WINGE ’15—A former standout bas-
ketball player for the Redbirds, Winge is a 
host, analyst, and reporter for Altitude TV’s 
coverage of the NBA’s Denver Nuggets. 
HALEY KOSIK ’18—Kosik is a multimedia 
journalist at WOWK-TV in Huntington, 
West Virginia. She has been nominated for 
a Regional Emmy award.
STEPHANIE RODRIGUEZ ’18—Rodriguez 
is a morning anchor at WQOW-TV in Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin. She also worked as a 
multimedia journalist and fill-in anchor 
and weatherperson for WEEK/Heart of 
Illinois-TV in Peoria.
GABBI GUERRERO ’19—Guerrero is a mul-
timedia journalist at Heart of Illinois ABC/
WEEK-TV in Peoria.
GABRIELLE COOKE ’20—Cooke is a mul-
timedia journalist at WCIA-TV in Cham-
paign.
LIAM DONAHUE ’20—Donahue appears 
on-air during weekends at WMBD-TV in 
Peoria. 
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by Nick Erickson
NURSING ALUM IS NATIONAL HEALTH CARE ADVOCATE
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Pelletier is the chief operating officer and chief nurse ex-
ecutive at the Joint Commission, headquartered in Oakbrook 
Terrace. The nonprofit, established in 1951, is the nation’s 
oldest accreditation and certification agency for health care 
organizations, overseeing more than 21,000 health care 
organization and programs nationwide. Health care organiza-
tions need accreditation to continue receiving federal funding 
through Medicare and Medicaid
Pelletier has worked in a variety of clinical and administra-
tive capacities throughout the Chicagoland area.  He earned 
both a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in nursing at DePaul 
University. He spent more than 25 years as a health care exec-
utive prior to joining the Joint Commission in 2009, where he 
has been a part of a culture change that is just as focused on 
finding solutions as it is on identifying problems. 
He’s taken that to heart in tackling the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) from a national vantage point. Pelletier’s profes-
sional experience empowers him to understand the struggles 
health care providers have faced while battling the pandemic. 
Mark Pelletier anticipated a rewarding career helping others 
in health care when he left Mennonite College of Nursing as 
one of few male graduates in 1981. What he never envisioned was 
holding a national leadership position of hospital oversight 
during a time of a national pandemic. 
He has spent the past several months addressing the needs of 
health care organizations in the fight against the virus, which 
became the third leading cause of death in the U.S. during 
August.  This has included advocating for sufficient personal 
protection equipment (PPE) for health care workers.
“There is no way I could have responded to this without 
my nursing background,” Pelletier said.
The Joint Commission ceased onsite surveys on March 14 
in order to keep its own employees safe and to allow health 
care organizations to focus on their response to COVID 
patients.  It was not until June that certain areas were at low 
enough risk to partially resume surveys.
During the period from mid-March through May, the Joint 
Commission shifted its efforts to advocating with the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), the Federal Drug 
Administration (FDA), and Congress for desperately needed 
resources.
“The Joint Commission’s role is to provide valuable feed-
back to federal agencies regarding the pandemic’s impact on 
patients, families, and communities,” Pelletier said.
A survey of Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of Ameri-
ca network hospitals released in June showed that 40 percent 
had shortages of respirators for health care workers at lim-
ited or crisis levels, 68 percent used or were planning to use 
strategies to stretch their respirator supply, and 13 percent 
were self-producing PPE and testing supplies.
“We have known for years that if this nation were ever 
faced with a pandemic of this magnitude, we would be 
insufficiently prepared with gloves, masks, and other PPE,” 
Pelletier said. “And that’s what we’ve been experiencing 
throughout this country.”
He noted that China and Germany manufacture much of 
the United States’ PPE supply. China—the epicenter of the 
virus—was in a shutdown of its own, while Germany was 
concerned about providing for its own hospitals. In addition, 
quarantined citizens were unknowingly using equipment 
typically reserved for hospital usage. 
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Pelletier lobbies for hospitals to have proper pandemic equipment.
“At the beginning of this, no one was well-informed about 
appropriate protection,” Pelletier said. “As a result, we had 
the public taking needed resources away from providers.”
The Joint Commission has also used its influence to 
strengthen stances taken by hospital workers regarding 
mental health. In early May, it published a position statement 
defending the removal of barriers to mental health treatment 
for health care staff.  Currently, some states require organi-
zations to ask clinical staff about previous histories of mental 
health or treatment.  The Joint Commission was quick to 
back recommendations limiting these inquiries, realizing that 
health care providers need emotional support now more  
than ever.
According to research published in the journal Brain, 
Behavior, and Immunity in August, 20 percent of health care 
professionals have reported symptoms of depression during 
the pandemic. Nearly 40 percent experienced sleeping diffi-
culties and/or insomnia.
With the pandemic still raging on, the Joint Commission 
is limited in how many areas it can resume onsite surveys.  
However, thanks to a virtual review process and continuous 
touchpoints with customers, Pelletier and his team have 
gotten a glimpse as to how the industry can change post- 
pandemic. 
First of all, Pelletier stresses the importance of the entire 
world being prepared for a similar event in the future.  He 
also said telemedicine has “blown the doors open” as to what 
change can look like. It opens up avenues for rural care as 
well as patients who can’t get out of their homes. In addition, 
CMS has agreed on expansion of telemedicine services  
and reimbursement.
The use of such technology may also affect care for the 
elderly, which is a segment of the population especially hard-
hit by the virus. Elder care has been put under a microscope, 
as more than 40 percent of all COVID-19 deaths have been 
linked to nursing homes, according to the New York Times. 
More at-home care would allow for older citizens to receive 
the help they need from the comfort of their own homes 
while being isolated from fellow vulnerable members  
of society.
The virus has shown how quickly it can spread in con-
tained areas, which Pelletier predicts could lead to a change 
in the basic structure of hospitals. He noted how a patient 
with a broken leg wouldn’t be keen on sharing a waiting room 
with someone potentially carrying an infectious disease. 
Health care systems consequently need to prepare for such 
patient concerns. 
One silver lining has been an opportunity for nurse practi-
tioners to shine as they use their skills to guide patients and 
their families through the realities of a world with COVID-19.
“Health care workers have been in the spotlight from the 
start, and folks are finally recognizing that these are our he-
roes,” Pelletier said. “What they give up in order to take care 
of patients and families can’t be overstated.”
He is proud of his alma mater and the fact that Menno-
nite College of Nursing is recognized nationally as a leader 
in preparing the next generation of providers, teachers, and 
administrators in health care. He recently committed to a $1.2 
million estate gift and a $100,000 cash commitment to estab-
lish the Mark Pelletier Fund for Faculty, which will support 
faculty development in the nursing school and train future 
leaders in the industry.  Even amid the unforeseen stresses 
felt throughout the field during the pandemic, Pelletier con-
siders it a particularly exciting time to enter the profession. 
“This is a great time to become a nurse,” Pelletier said.  
“Right now, we are seeing an acceleration in innovation. I 
think there is an ability for nursing graduates to help shape 
what health care looks like in the future and beyond.  We 
aren’t going back—it’s going to be a different world.”
Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of  
America network hospitals survey of adequate PPE 
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ALUM’S TALENT SOOTHES VETERANS’ SOULS Written by Nick EricksonIllustrated by Sean Thornton
Late on a Tuesday night in downtown Bloomington, a man in his mid-20s who seemed to have everything—
stability with a well-paying job, his own 
home, and friends and family close by—
paced the city streets.
His ears were ringing from a show at 
the Lizard Lounge, put on by a local band 
he knew. The 6-foot-5 former Illinois 
State basketball player slumped down 
on a curb across from Fat Jack’s on 
North Main Street. A breeze brushed 
across the face of the Java programmer 
for State Farm Insurance Companies, his 
employer since high school. 
“I was just thinking to myself, ‘Man, it 
feels like the winds of change are blow-
ing,’” said Brett Gillan ’02, MBA ’08. With 
the thought of complacency hanging 
over his head, he pondered pursuing a 
music career. “You have to start some-
where, and you can’t be afraid to fail,” 
said Gillan, who changed directions and 
created the band Brushville that eventu-
ally toured the country. 
More than 280 people have gone through the songwriting program since its start  
seven years ago, while 76 others have participated in the conceptual art program.  
Grants and donations allow for veterans from all over the country to be flown to Nashville,  
Chicago, Los Angeles, Dallas and other places for music and art programs. They are paired  
with an artist or songwriter and encouraged to express their darkest memories through art.
It is up to the listener, which is a role Gillan has as a songwriter, to help contextualize their  
story into an art form that can inspire and motivate healing. The veterans listen to the piece  
of music the songwriter, producer, and singer have put together.
“The main thing that’s so intriguing about CreatiVets is that we’re always talking about  
the human condition,” Gillan said. “I’ve always seen it as such a bigger scale and scope.  
We are really helping people deal with trauma and loss. To be able to deal with those  
can change everything in life.”
That was 13 years ago. Today he uses his musical platform to help veterans suffering from  
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) as program director of the nonprofit CreatiVets in  
Nashville. Its mission is to empower wounded veterans to heal from their unseen wounds of war through the arts.HEALING
ON A HIGH NOTE
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Participants agree. “It’s hard to express in words how I felt after that experience,” said one veteran, “but I know 
I let go of something deep and feel that this experience is going to allow me to maintain that positive attitude while 
giving me the courage to live a meaningful life with my children.”
The need for such an outlet is well documented. According to a study by “Military Times”, veterans account for  
29 percent of the suicides in the United States—20 per day, and 14 of those don’t seek help from Veterans Affairs.
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It is up to the listener, which is a role Gillan has as a songwriter, to help contextualize their  
story into an art form that can inspire and motivate healing. The veterans listen to the piece  
of music the songwriter, producer, and singer have put together.
“The main thing that’s so intriguing about CreatiVets is that we’re always talking about  
the human condition,” Gillan said. “I’ve always seen it as such a bigger scale and scope.  
We are really helping people deal with trauma and loss. To be able to deal with those  
can change everything in life.”
That was 13 years ago. Today he uses his musical platform to help veterans suffering from  
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) as program director of the nonprofit CreatiVets in  
Nashville. Its mission is to empower wounded veterans to heal from their unseen wounds of war through the arts.HEALING
ON A HIGH NOTE
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Participants agree. “It’s hard to express in words how I felt after that experience,” said one veteran, “but I know 
I let go of something deep and feel that this experience is going to allow me to maintain that positive attitude while 
giving me the courage to live a meaningful life with my children.”
The need for such an outlet is well documented. According to a study by “Military Times”, veterans account for  
29 percent of the suicides in the United States—20 per day, and 14 of those don’t seek help from Veterans Affairs.
Gillan continued working 
at State Farm when his playing 
days ended and pursued an MBA 
at ISU. On the side, he became 
deeply interested in music. Af-
ter having played the trumpet in 
school, he shifted to learning 
the guitar and later piano.
Even with 60 hopeful players competing to suit up 
for then coach Tom Richardson, Gillan was confident. 
“I fully believed it. I wouldn’t even tell people I was 
going to try out next year. I just told them I was  
going to be on the ISU team,” he said. “It took a lot  
of visualization, which can really help you in any  
avenue of life.”
Gillan never anticipated becoming part of the 
healing process. Growing up the son of a school 
teacher and nurse, he was a stereotypical Midwest-
ern kid. Whenever he needed an escape, basketball 
was his outlet. He’d pound out on the pavement 
whatever emotions were eating at his adolescent 
self. While Michael Jordan was his hero, he connect-
ed locally to the Illinois State men’s basketball 
team. Gillan attended as many games as he could 
and treasured a ball signed by Redbird players as a 
prized possession.
As a senior at Normal Community High School, Gillan 
secured a web designer internship at State Farm. He 
worked there while studying applied computer science 
at Illinois State. After his freshman year, he con-
sidered being a manager for the Redbirds. His plan 
changed when he heard of an open tryout for a spot on 
the roster prior to the 1999-2000 season. 
That summer, Gillan 
swapped late nights with 
friends for early morning 
workouts. His efforts were 
rewarded when he made the 
team as a walk-on. After 
hardly fielding any Division III 
offers out of high school, 
Gillan accomplished what many 
didn’t think was feasible.
His passion grew to the point he traveled to Nashville around the age of 
24 and joined the Nashville Songwriters Association International. He went to 
seminars, read books, and networked to gain a greater appreciation for how 
music unites people. 
He held his 
roster spot four 
years and was a 
vital member of 
the scout team, 
guarding former 
Redbird All-Amer-
ican Tarise Bryson 
’02 in practice.
That’s all the persuasion Gillan needed to take the 
leap of faith. He finished the MBA before starting solo 
on his guitar and keyboard playing solo acoustic shows. 
He then teamed up with a couple of local musicians to 
create Brushfire, which evolved into Brushville. The 
group became the house band for Six Strings Club in 
Bloomington, with Gillan as lead singer.
Gillan befriended club bouncer Richard Casper, a Ma-
rine who had nearly been killed four different times by 
improvised explosive devices in Iraq. He suffered traumat-
ic brain injuries. Gillan learned Casper’s anxiety tied to 
PTSD. Casper, who was comforted through the friendship, 
learned guitar and songwriting from Gillan.
“He is just so personable,” 
Casper said. “Just the way he 
kind of owned the stage is the 
same way he built friendships. 
It seemed like he was very all-
in and very upfront. It’s kind 
of unique in some realms.”
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The stage presence was noticed by others as well 
and in 2010, Brushville caught its big break. The band 
opened for Lady Antebellum, which had just soared 
into popularity. Brushville began traversing Illinois 
from Chicago to Cairo and everywhere in between. 
Members would finish a show at 2 a.m., hop in a  
tour bus, grab some gas station food, and repeat. 
Audiences grew as the band went national. 
Brushville won the Battle for the Saddle competition at 
Nashville’s famous Wildhorse Saloon in 2012. By 2014, the 
band had started to play its own original songs and had its 
first record released. It sold 2,000 copies right out of 
the gate and was No. 1 on the Billboards Heatseeker chart, 
even getting featured in the famous magazine itself.
Brushville showcased for record deals, but didn’t 
secure any. In 2016, Gillan once again felt a pull to 
change directions. Life on the road was exhausting and 
taking a toll. His voice was strained from playing almost 
nightly. After nine years with the band, he pondered his 
next pursuit, which he found through his old friend 
Casper. He had moved to Nashville in 2013 and co-founded 
CreatiVets to help veterans who had struggles simi-
lar to his own. Casper had gained strength in healing 
through music that Gillan shared with him years earlier.
That regret has been replaced with 
rewarding experiences for Gillan, who is 
honored to serve those who sacrificed for 
the country. He is pleased that his path from 
the ISU campus to Nashville has impacted so 
many. 
 “With Brett, I can say with 100 percent 
certainty that CreatiVets wouldn’t be where 
it is if it weren’t for him,” Casper said. “Every 
veteran we’ve helped is a direct result of 
something he’s helped create.”
Gillan has found contentment and pur-
pose by helping veterans gain inner peace. 
He reflects on his journey with gratitude 
that he never allowed obstacles or others 
to dictate his direction forward. He advises 
others to find the same courage.
“Go all out for what you want in life,” 
Gillan said. “Be resilient, not flawless. Don’t 
go for perfection. Just go for consistently 















































 I gave a
s much b
ack.”
”For him to give me the gift 
of songwriting and guitar, if 
he didn’t do that, honestly who 
knows if CreatiVets would even 
be here,” Casper said, noting he 
connected with songwriters in 
the Music City through Gillan.  
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The academic component of the University experience is  the most essential as it leads to graduation, yet it is rarely  contemplated beyond the micro level. 
Prospective students, for example, search to see that their area of  
interest is taught without pondering how the University provides 
nearly 200 majors and more than 70 minors in departments across  
six colleges.
Students scheduling their classes do not begin to fathom the work 
involved for ISU to generate more than 270,000 credit hours a semes-
ter. They focus on the professors teaching courses selected, not the 
BY SUSAN MARQUARDT BLYSTONE
Gladly leading learning 
and teaching
provostof the
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nearly 1,400 faculty who guide approximately 5,400 students 
to the commencement stage annually.   
It is staff within the Office of the Provost who focus on 
these essential global aspects of the academic experience, as 
well as equally tough issues of accreditation, general educa-
tion requirements, and new areas of study. The work is led by 
the provost, who oversees the six college deans and holds the 
title of vice president for Academic Affairs. 
The job is completed without fanfare from Hovey Hall’s 
fourth floor. The approach fit perfectly with the personality 
of Dr. Jan Murphy, who retired in June as provost after 34 
years at ISU. Her successor, Nigerian native Dr. Aondover 
Tarhule, continues in the role that neither he nor Murphy 
envisioned pursuing as a career path. 
Few beyond academia fully appreciate the role of the 
provost, who is second in command under the president. The 
first and fundamental responsibility is to build and maintain 
academic programs. There is much more to the job, howev-
er, as Murphy learned when she rose to lead the office years 
after joining ISU faculty in 1986.
“Academics must always be the priority at a comprehensive 
university. Simply put, Academic Affairs is the dog not the 
tail,” explains Murphy, who arrived as an assistant professor 
in what is now the Department of Family and Consumer 
Sciences (FCS). With a doctorate in agriculture from the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln, she was among the first faculty 
cohort hired to strengthen research. 
Murphy’s first administrative assignment came in 1989 
when she was asked to serve as a part-time assistant dean for 
research within the College of Applied Science and Technol-
ogy (CAST). “When someone you trust gives you an opportu-
nity, you say yes,” Murphy said in recalling her role of helping 
colleagues advance their scholarly work. 
She rose in CAST, becoming a full professor, an assistant 
dean, and chair of her department. Murphy’s focus broadened 
when chosen as an associate provost under Dr. Al Goldfarb. 
She served as interim provost in 2008 and again in the asso-
ciate’s role before returning after 12 years to FCS as a faculty 
member. She anticipated retiring from that position, but was 
asked to serve as the interim director of campus dining. 
“I have never applied for any of the administrative po-
sitions I held at ISU,” Murphy said with amazement and 
gratitude. Her plan to exit after that assignment shifted when 
she was asked to be interim provost upon the departure of Dr. 
Janet Krejci in 2017. A failed search resulted in Murphy being 
named provost in 2018. 
“I am proud of having been able to serve the University in 
a number of ways,” said Murphy, who was a wife and mom 
while a leader at ISU. Among her most rewarding challenges 
was assisting in creation of the University’s first strategic 
plan, Educating Illinois. 
“Up to that point, we had mostly apologized that we were 
not the University of Illinois. Educating Illinois helped us 
define our mission and 
work hard to fulfill it,” 
she said, noting ISU has 
since risen to be ranked 
by U.S. News & World 
Report as one of the top 
100 public universities in 
the country.
There was a review of 
general education requirements 
under Murphy, who helped internationalize the campus and 
improve academic facilities. She worked to create a revenue 
stream for such upgrades by advocating for a shift in ISU’s 
fee structure to include funding for classroom building needs. 
She also spearheaded the ongoing study to add an engineer-
ing program. 
Her final months on the job were not surprisingly dedicat-
ed to issues surrounding the coronavirus (COVID-19). She 
praises the University’s leadership team and campus commu-
nity for uniting in exploring strategies and enacting plans to 
serve students while protecting ISU’s stability as the pandem-
ic spread. 
“I think Illinois State is one of the finest public universities 
in the nation. We’ll get through this,” Murphy said. Her confi-
dence comes in part because she deems Tarhule an excellent 
leader to take over the provost’s duties. 
Tarhule agrees with Murphy’s assessment of the strength 
and excellence at ISU, which he joined July 1 after serving as 
vice provost and dean of the graduate school at Binghamton 
University in New York. 
“From the moment I stepped foot on campus, I was imme-
diately struck by how committed and invested everyone  
is to the future of the institution,” said Tarhule, who holds  
a Ph.D. in geography from McMaster University in Canada.  
A scholar who has generated more than $5 million in funding 
for his research on climate change and water scarcity, Tar-
hule’s work has been featured in prestigious journals such as 
Nature, Journal of Hydrology, and International Journal  
of Clima tology, among others. 
His vitae is equally impressive with regard to adminis-
trative accomplishments. While at Binghamton, Tarhule 
facilitated the creation of new graduate programs, developed 
international partnerships, and implemented several major 
technological innovations. He managed a portfolio of more 
than $2.5 million that was dedicated to improve graduate 
“I think Illinois State is one of  
the finest public universities in  
the nation.”
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student diversity and research, as well as organized research 
centers and doctoral fellowships.  
It was under Tarhule’s leadership that a prioritized action 
plan was created following an external review of the graduate 
school, resulting in a blueprint for best practices in advocacy 
and administration so that the university’s vision for graduate 
education could be achieved.  
He also held faculty and leadership positions at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma, as well as with national and international 
organizations such as the World Bank. His work with the 
financial institution that provides loans and grants to poorer 
countries was tied to a climate risk assessment of an $8 bil-
lion Niger River Basin Sustainable Development Action Plan. 
It was one of many consultant opportunities for Tarhule, who 
mentors doctoral students in African universities.   
Perhaps the most impressive aspect of his career is that he 
readily admits “most of what has happened has been acci-
dental. A lot of what I did was decided for me,” Tarhule said, 
including his field of study. 
Tarhule was raised in a Nigerian community that still has 
no electricity or running water. “Growing up, I did not have 
the distractions of television,” he said, describing himself as 
a serious student interested in becoming a biochemist. His 
father wanted him to pursue medicine. By the time their 
stalemate ended, the only program with an opening at the 
University of Jos in central Nigeria was geography. 
“It was a good accident, as it came very easily to me and I 
enjoyed it,” said Tarhule, who was chosen for advanced study 
with the expectation he would become an academician. His 
undergraduate work was so stellar that he was named the 
Outstanding Overall Graduating Student in Academic Excel-
lence in 1988. 
Tarhule earned a master’s degree at the Nigerian university 
under faculty mentors who insisted he complete a doctorate 
overseas and paid for application fees that Tarhule could not 
afford. He received admission offers with scholarships from 
four schools and took the acceptance letters from each to his 
professors.
 They decided that he should attend McMaster, where he 
analyzed data to better understand floods and drought—op-
posite ends of the hydrologic spectrum. The research contin-
ued in Tarhule’s faculty role at the University of Oklahoma, 
where he microscopically examined tree rings to understand 
drought in the African sahel. 
 It was while in Oklahoma that he started down an admin-
istrative path he never intended to pursue. The opportunity 
to revive a geography program that was struggling intrigued 
him. He agreed to become chair. Under his guidance, the 
Department of Geography and Environmental Sustainability 
emerged with such success that the number of undergradu-
ates increased 400 percent.
“We did not just rebrand geography, but instead very inten-
tionally created a program that would resonate with students 
and employers,” Tarhule 
said. He was thrilled to 
see the first students 
graduate with degrees in 
environmental sustain-
ability, which he had 
helped establish. 
His desire to create 
such opportunities for 
students and impact 
their future motivated Tarhule to join Binghamton and  
enticed him to ISU, which he recognized is stable and 
well-positioned to go forward. 
“We are strong, but we can always be stronger,” he said, 
citing as areas of growth micro-credential offerings and 
additional options of a combined undergraduate and master’s 
degree program, which ISU offers in accounting and criminal 
justice sciences. 
“It’s very hard to boost your enrollment through traditional 
courses. We need to identify areas where there is need on the 
employment side and leverage those opportunities,” Tarhule 
said, giving as examples engineering, robotics, and artificial 
intelligence. He also supports ongoing efforts to increase the 
international student population, as well as more attention 
to online teaching that has become a top priority during the 
pandemic. 
Beginning his ISU career during such turmoil has not 
dampened Tarhule’s enthusiasm or dissuaded him from 
being a change agent. He began communicating with faculty 
directly upon his arrival, knowing that his first challenge is to 
gain trust. There will be plenty of others, as he defines the job 
of provost broadly. 
“I argue the work expands beyond academic affairs. It is 
not just maintaining the curriculum and building relationship 
with faculty. We are a research environment so there must 
be an active role in fundraising, connecting with alumni and 
legislators, and making certain strategies fit the academic 
agenda,” Tarhule said with an energy that exudes his enthusi-
asm to lead at ISU despite what obstacles may arise. 
“I don’t back down from a challenge. Put me in any situa-
tion and my first action is to find something that we can do 
better,” Tarhule said, revealing why he is indeed the person 
ISU needs to be its next powerful provost. 
“From the moment I stepped foot  
on campus, I was immediately struck 
by how committed and invested  
everyone is to the future of the  
institution.”
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“The trajectory of Redbirds Rising echoes that of Illinois 
State. We’ve gone from a small school on the prairie to a lead-
er in higher education,” said ISU President Larry Dietz. He 
credits donors for their commitment to the University as he 
reflects on the successful campaign. “When we set our sights 
on advancing the University’s mission together, we can create 
lasting change.”
The statement is supported by the fact ISU’s most ambi-
tious fundraising campaign in the University’s 163-year his-
tory was met with enthusiasm by 56,143 supporters. Of that 
total, 27,254 were first-time donors 
and 30,554 were alumni. 
The unifying effort benefited 
from 27 pacesetting gifts of $1 
million or more, while 26 percent 
of the campaign’s total came from 
gifts of less than $25,000. More 
than 1,500 corporate partners cast 
a combined $27.9 million vote of 
confidence in Illinois State’s ability 
to graduate the next generation of 
leaders. 




Redbirds Rising: The Campaign for Illinois State succeeded in elevating the University, trans-forming support for its already lofty education-
al standards into life-changing opportunities. 
The comprehensive fundraising initiative began as a quiet 
phase in 2013 with a bold dream of gaining $150 million in 
private financial support. When the campaign was an-
nounced publicly in 2017, more than $100 million had already 
been raised. By the time of its conclusion on June 30, donors 
had far exceeded the goal by contributing $180.9 million.
During the campaign’s sev-
en years, the image of a soaring 
Redbird with outstretched wings 
spread across campus and publica-
tions. The visual came to represent 
the University’s collective aspira-
tion to enhance scholarship, lead-
ership, and innovation throughout 
all six colleges, Athletics, Student 








Redbirds Rising at a
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Individuals invested more than $70 million in direct ben-
efit of Illinois State’s students, rightfully believing in their 
generosity’s potential to change students’ lives. Among those 
donors is Chris Marks ’95, who created the Jared Iman Wash-
ington Memorial Scholarship in 2019 in memory of his friend, 
fraternity brother, and former educator Jared Washington ’95, 
M.S. ’99. 
Washington died in December 2018 at the age of 47. 
Genesis Robinson, a senior and secondary English education 
major, was the award’s first recipient. “The scholarship gave 
me the opportunity to continue my education with a strong 
support system,” said Robinson, noting the financial assis-
tance alleviated stress in her single-parent household.
Robinson is just one of 2,351 students awarded a total 
of more than $3.3 million in scholarship support from the 
campaign during fiscal year 2020 alone. The final year of the 
campaign—though faced with its own unique challenges due 
to the coronavirus—saw more than $24.3 million raised. A 
record was set that same year as the University received $19 
million in cash receipts. 
More than $12 million was garnered 
during the campaign to support the 
teaching, research, and mentoring of 
students at Illinois State. Faculty and 
staff responded with their own com-
mitment to the University, creating 
scholarships, faculty awards, and other 
investments that included a $1 million  
gift from Dr. Carson Varner and his 
wife, Professor Emerita Iris Varner.
Their significant investment is the 
largest faculty gift in ISU history. The 
funds facilitated the creation of the 
Carson and Iris Varner International 
Business Institute in the State Farm Hall of Business. 
The institute is just one example of how the campaign 
has impacted the campus and will continue to bring positive 
change far into the future, from increased student and faculty 
support to improved learning space and innovative initiatives 
that will guarantee graduates a competitive advantage. 
Donors’ investment in Illinois State will grow through the 
more than 200 endowments created during the campaign. 
Nearly 100 new planned gifts will bolster the University’s 
future financial position as well. 
“Redbirds Rising has proven Illinois State’s value and 
excellence,” said University Advancement Vice President Pat 
Vickerman. “The success of Redbirds Rising invites us all to 
think boldly and imagine what is next for ISU.”
For Redbird donors, students, faculty, staff, and friends, 
Redbirds Rising is ultimately a testament to the power of col-
lective action toward a greater good. The campaign’s success 
proves the sky is the limit for Redbirds when they  
are empowered to soar. 
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26%
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of less than $25,000
Alumna Wonsook Kim participated in a campus celebration of a $12 million gift she and her 




The campaign’s quiet  
phase begins with a goal  
of raising $150 million.  
The University’s only 
other campaign, 
Redefining “normal,” 
raised $96 million from 
1999 to 2005. 
August 2013
Gary Gemberling ’63 
makes a visionary planned 
gift commitment to 
support faculty, students, 
and programs within the 
College of Business. He 
adds to his commitment  
in June 2017. 
August 2014
James ’74 and Carol  
Mounier ’75 support Redbird 
Athletes with an eight-figure 
gift commitment to the 
James and Carole Mounier 
Golf Scholarship, Weisbecker 
Scholarship Fund, and 
Athletics Facilities  
General Fund.
April 2015
U-High 1963 graduate 
Clyde Coombs makes 
a seven-figure bequest 
commitment to fund 
the Clyde B. Coombs 
Endowment Fund for 
U-High students needing 
financial assistance.
February 2019
A new fundraising 
initiative, Birds Give 
Back, raises $625,495 
through 1,734 gifts 





President Larry Dietz 
challenges faculty, staff, 
and retirees to reach a goal 
of 1,857 donors from the 
campus community during 
the campaign’s last two 
years. The goal is exceeded 










donors from all 
50 United States
June 2019
Fiscal year contributions 
surpass $36 million for the 
second time in the previous 
four years, marking the fifth 
consecutive fiscal year of 
raising more than $21 million.
September 2019
During an on-campus celebration of 
donors Wonsook Kim and Thomas 
Clement, President Dietz announces 
the couple’s historic $12 million gift. 
In recognition of their generosity, the 
College of Fine Arts and School of Art 
will forever be known as the Wonsook 
Kim College of Fine Arts and Wonsook 
Kim School of Art.
April 2019 
Artist and alumna 
Wonsook Kim ’75, M.A. 
’76, M.F.A. ’78, honorary 
doctorate of arts ’19; and 
her husband, Thomas 
Clement, make a $12 
million gift in support of 
the College of Fine Arts 
and School of Arts.
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June 2017
The University celebrates  
its third consecutive year 
surpassing $21 million in funds 
raised, building on an increasing 
philanthropic momentum.
May 2017
$3 million from 




Public phase  
begins with  
$103 million  
raised
April 2018
A generous gift from the estate 
of long-time Mennonite College 
of Nursing supporter and nurse 
Margaret Randolph helps fund 
development of a cultural 
exchange program. Nine seniors 
experience professional nursing 
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Robert Gray, Ph.D. ’71, 
commits a seven-figure 
planned gift to empower 







to the Redbirds 
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AlumniReport
Mennonite College of Nursing prepares students to deal with the unexpected, as has been proven by graduates in hospitals across the country. Alison 
Alcazar ’18 reveals in her own words what life is like on the 
health care front lines as the pandemic continues:
I’ll never forget the first day I took care of COVID-19 
patients. I’d never seen so many patients decompensate so 
quickly. They went from being on two liters of oxygen to rap-
idly needing intubation. We quickly saw there was a dire need 
for critical care nurses.
We adopted a “team nursing” approach at my hospital. I 
acted as a resource nurse in the ICU, grabbing supplies for 
nurses in isolation rooms, medications, and helping reposi-
tion patients. 
Later I started to take care of ICU patients. I quickly 
relearned about vent settings, ET tubes, arterial lines, etc. 
Thankfully the nurses were willing to teach us. It was over-
whelming being out of my element every day. 
It is easy to focus on all the medical equipment and get so 
wrapped up in all the tasks for the shift that I can forget these 
patients are human beings—all alone in the hospital. They 
have no idea when they might be able to go home. They lie in 
bed and watch the coronavirus news, and it frightens them 
even more.
Nothing about this is glamorous. There are days where I 
come home so emotionally and physically drained. I shower 
and go straight to bed, only to wake up and do it all again. 
Slowing the spread of this disease and being able to hug my 
family again is what keeps me going. It is an honor to have the 
privilege of sending these patients home to recuperate.
Support your nurses by checking in on them, giving them 
a call, or sending an encouraging text. None of us could have 
ever anticipated this, but we will continue to fight this battle 
and work together to achieve peace and normalcy once again.
Fighting COVID-19
Nursing alumna shares experience caring for pandemic patients
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1950s
Rex Parker ’59 is retired; he and his wife, Car-
ol, compete in senior Olympics mixed doubles 
tennis; resides in Rockford. 
1960s
Richard Nimz ’62 retired from Illinois Central 
College as professor of psychology and edu-
cation; was academic advisor at the college; 
worked as night phone operator at ISU; one of 
first Preview ISU counselors; resides in Flores-
ville, Texas. 
Tom Grites ’66, M.S. ’67, retired as assistant 
provost for Student Support Services at Stock-
ton University; worked there nearly 43 years 
in faculty and administrative roles; resides in 
Galloway, New Jersey. 
Paula (Van Meter) Hamilton ’67 is retired 
from Cheyenne School District 12; resides with 
her husband, Richard, in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. 
Kathy Peck ’67 retired as a pediatric depart-
ment administrator at St. Louis University; 
resides in Decatur. 
Ron Henning ’69 is retired from teaching 
English; met his wife, Pat (Hampton) ’68, in 
an ISU literature class; celebrated 50th anniver-
sary in 2019; resides in Crystal Lake. 
1970s
Diane (Moutrey) Patterson-Locotosh ’71 is 
retired from Thermo Fisher Scientific; volun-
teers as a guardian ad litem; her husband, Don-
ald, is deceased; she has three grandchildren 
and resides in Greenville, South Carolina. 
Steve Post ’71, M.S. ’73, is retired as a math 
teacher of students with special needs, Lake 
County Florida School District; resides with his 
wife, Susan, in Leesburg. 
Howard Kloepper ’72, M.S. ’74, is business 
manager of BAC Musical Instruments LLC; 
authored two journal articles; resides in Kansas 
City, Missouri.
Charles McKelvy ’72 is retired; plays clarinet 
in the Southshore Concert Band in Benton Har-
bor, Michigan; resides with his wife, Natalie, in 
Harbert, Michigan. 
Jim Antos ’73, M.S. ’76, came out of retire-
ment to serve as interim principal at Cardinal 
Joseph Bernardin Grade School; resides with 
his wife, Mary, in Oak Lawn.  
Kathleen (Hack) Shanahan ’73 retired from 
Compeer Financial; resides in Sister Bay, Wis-
consin. 
Bill Snavely ’73 retired after 40 years of teach-
ing and administration at Miami University 
and San Diego State University; vice-mayor and 
chair of the city council’s planning commission; 
resides in Oxford, Ohio. 
Barbara (Brady) Chandler ’74 is retired after 
36 years of teaching; substituted another five 
years; resides with her husband, Clyde, in 
Morris. 
Marc Loro ’74 retired after 37 years as deputy 
director of the Department of Administrative 
Hearings, Illinois Secretary of State; resides in 
Springfield.
Aristides Smith ’74, MBA ’76, is president 
and CEO of Next Generation Logistics Inc.; 
resides with his wife, Susan, in Palatine. 
John Smith ’74 retired as executive director 
of the Egyptian Area Agency on Aging; worked 
more than 40 years serving senior adults in 
Southern Illinois; resides in Carbondale.
Paula Stadeker ’74 worked 31 years at the Illi-
nois State Board of Education; retired as prin-
cipal consultant in the Department of Special 
Education; past president of Illinois Federation 
of State Office Educators; has three children 
and four grandchildren; resides in Springfield. 
Pam Grove ’75 retired as manufacturing grant 
coordinator and adjunct faculty at Community 
College of Allegheny County; resides in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania. 
Kathy (Guymon) Lawson ’75 retired as a 
human resource associate from the University 
of Illinois; resides with her husband, Steve, in 
Mahomet. 
Carla (Rich) Montez ’75 retired after 30 years 
at Bradley University; worked as marketing 
director in continuing education; a certified 
master naturalist; volunteers with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service at Chautauqua National 
Wildlife Refuge as a writer; resides with her 
husband, Steve, in Peoria. 
Kenneth Moreland ’75, M.S. ’77, is a pho-
tographer and owns Sportsbyken Photography; 
resides with his wife, Cheryl, in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 
Cindy (Weaver) Aussieker ’76, M.S. ’07, 
retired after 39 years as a special education 
teacher; her husband, Brad ’07, is a retired 
pharmacist; their two children, Brian and Cara 
Maskel, are ISU alums; couple has six grand-
children and resides in Lincoln. 
Edward Bury ’76 earned a master’s degree in 
English from the University of Illinois-Chicago; 
works there as the coordinator of public infor-
mation for the Urban Transportation Center 
in the College of Urban Planning and Public 
Affairs; resides in Chicago. 
Loretta (Myers) Malley ’76 is an instructional 
services manager with Waubonsee Community 
College; resides in Yorkville. 
Proud legacy 
Megan Spanton and Eric Setterlund ’19 became engaged this summer at a special 
bench outside the ROTC building on campus. Inscribed with “Freedom Isn’t Free,” 
the bench honors Megan’s father, Dirk Spanton ’83. He served in the U.S. Army 26 
years and completed three tours in Iraq before his death in 2006. Her mother, Julia 
(Bonczkiewicz) Spanton ’84, served in the Army 21 years. Eric’s mother, Deb (Dodd) 
Setterlund ’91, is also a proud Redbird. 
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Denis Medeiros, M.S. ’76, retired as dean 
of graduate studies at University of Missouri; 
career in higher education teaching human 
nutrition and as administrator at Ohio State and 
Kansas State; resides with his wife, Susan, in 
Prairie Village, Kansas. 
Robert Louch-Ryder ’77, M.S. ’81, is superin-
tendent of the Veterans Assistance Commission 
of Boone County; worked 20 years as a senior 
reporter and fill-in anchor at WTVO Channel 
17 in Rockford; resides with his wife, Dana, in 
Loves Park. 
Michael Springer ’77, M.S. ’88, is a phar-
macist with Kroger; resides in Greenbrier, 
Tennessee. 
John Davis ’78 is director of legislative pro-
grams with the Fleet Reserve Association; advo-
cates on Capitol Hill for veterans, military retir-
ees, active duty, veterans and their dependents 
or survivors; resides in Alexandria, Virginia. 
Mel Schnake, MBA ’78, retired as a professor 
of management at Valdosta State University; 
resides with his wife, Robin, in Valdosta, Geor-
gia. 
Leo Soo Hoo ’78 is an audiologist with Clark 
County School District; resides with his wife, 
Ruth, in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
Paul Tutt ’78 is the vice president of product 
management and business development of 
Devro Inc.; resides with his wife, Lisa, in Bly-
thewood, South Carolina. 
Inette Dishler ’79 retired after 20 years with 
the University of California-Berkeley as a learn-
ing and development professional; resides with 
her wife, Ida Kuluk, in Berkeley, California. 
Clema (Williams) Lewis ’79 is the executive 
director of the Women’s Coalition of St. Croix; 
resides in the Virgin Islands. 
Mike Shepherd ’79 retired after 25 years as a 
certified substance abuse counselor and quali-
fied mental health professional with Southside 
Community Services Board; resides with his 
wife, Patricia, in South Hill, Virginia. 
Troops
Anthony Haager ’87 is chief of installation 
services and logistics in the U.S. Army; resides 
with his wife, Carol, in Fairfax Station, Virginia. 
Daniel Moravec ’12 is serving in the Army; 
resides with his wife, Brandie, in Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia. 
Justin Artman ’18, M.S. ’20, is a safety and 
occupational health specialist with the U.S. 
Army; resides with his wife, Robin, in Holmen, 
Wisconsin.  
Sisters Natalie and Danielle Freeman are third-generation Redbirds. Their 
parents, grandparents, and three uncles are graduates of the University that 
felt familiar long before the siblings enrolled this fall. 
The sisters were ISU fans growing up, following women’s basketball and 
volleyball teams with such enthusiasm that Redbird Arena felt like home. 
They knew the University was a special place for their grandparents, who 
met while living in the residence halls. 
Their grandmother, Victoria (Carter) Freeman ’67, M.S. ’82, taught for years 
in Normal’s Unit 5 school district before serving as an assistant superinten-
dent. Her husband, Greg ’68, M.S. ’72, was a student-athlete and captain of 
the swim team his senior year. He taught science at District 87’s junior high 
school in Bloomington. They are retired and living in Normal. 
The couple’s two children, David and Matt, attended after serving as Ma-
rines. David ’99 is a physician’s assistant residing in Mahomet. Matt ’02 met 
his future bride, Tracy (Podawiltz) ’88, M.S. ’98, through an arranged date 
after she had graduated. He pursued construction management work and is 
employed with Morton Building Inc. Tracy teaches social studies at Normal 
Community West High School. The two reside in Normal. 
Two brothers followed in Tracy’s steps, and all three worked at Avanti’s. 
Daniel Podawiltz ’92 is a financial advisor residing in Florida. Kirk Podawiltz 
’93 is a property manager living in California. 
Despite such a legacy, Natalie and Danielle were not pressured to become 
Redbirds. Natalie chose ISU for her graduate degree in sports management 
and recreational administration. She works with the Illinois Wesleyan Uni-
versity women’s soccer team while completing her degree. Danielle trans-
ferred to ISU to study health promotions. She volunteers as a coach with the 
girls’ golf and basketball teams at Normal Community West High School.
Much has changed since their grandparents attended more than 50 years 
ago. What remains is gratitude that runs through the family of Redbirds, all of 
whom appreciate opportunities they found at Illinois State.
Redbird Legacy
Graduates from the Freeman family include, from left, Tracy, Danielle, Matt, Natalie, 
Dave, Vickie, and Greg. 
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In memory
Faculty/Staff
Ira Cohen, History; 4/20 
Terry L. Dennis, Information Technology; 4/20 
Lynne P. Higgins, Kinesiology and Recreation; 
3/20 
Daniel C. Hinrichsen ’86, Printing Services; 
1/20
Peter W. Krueger ’61, Milner Library; 1/20
Robert L. Metcalf, University High School; 
4/20
Vernon C. Pohlmann, Sociology; 2/20
Mary A. Rozum ’40, ’45, Metcalf Elementary 
School; 3/20 
Roger B. Weller ’59, M.S. ’60, Health Sciences; 
1/20
30s
Nellie E. (Randolph) Leimbach ’36; 4/20 
Ruth M. (Glasener) Benson ’37; 5/20
Hazel B. Draper ’38; 2/20 
Virginia E. (Carriker) Bright ’39; 2/20 
Lois B. (Piatt) Livengood ’39; 1/20
40s
Frances M. (Peifer) Alverson ’40; 2/20
Eldine L. (Howmiller) Buffington ’42; 1/20
Ellen M. (Peithman) Brink ’43; 2/20
Wilma D. Leasman ’43; 3/20 
Eudora M. (Bunge) Von Bergen ’43; 3/20 
Wilhelmine (Keim) Quanstrom ’44; 4/20 
Ruth L. (Spalding) Dennis ’45; 3/20 
Ida A. Hinz ’46; 1/20
Dolores J. (Cralley) Holcomb ’46; 3/20 
Ruthelma (Benjamin) Wankel-Fricke ’46; 2/20 
Jane M. (Davis) Rieger ’48; 2/20 
Irene M. (Guither) Thompson ’48; 1/20 
50s
Dolores “Doody” (Hanssen) Caruso ’50; 3/20 
James L. Gadbury ’50; 2/20 
Clarice “Peggy” V. (Zimmerman) Perisho ’51; 
1/20
Jacqueline M. (Fenton) Vail ’51, M.S. ’72; 2/20 
Patricia J. (Bray) Gazeley ’52; 4/20 
Charles R. Goltz ’52; 1/20
Kenneth H. Meyer ’52; 1/20
Donald R. Patterson ’52; 5/20
Arlene Rittenhouse ’52; 2/20 
Beverly A. Dye ’53; 4/20 
Delores J. (Cushman) Volle ’53; 3/20
Dale L. Davis ’54, M.S. ’60; 8/20 
Robert J. Eudeikis ’54, M.S. ’60; 1/20
William R. Sarver ’54; 1/20 
Eleanor M. (Ries) Moore Mattern ’55; 2/20 
Dale H. Kewitz Sr. ’56; 2/20 
Lucy L. (Samalonis) Laurain ’56; 4/20 
Mark D. Ruby ’56, M.S. ’62; 1/20
Virginia R. Allen ’57; 4/20 
John “Jack” R. Murphy ’57, M.S. ’66; 4/20 
Andrew Purnell Jr. ’57; 3/20 
Alfred O. Brunner ’58; 3/20 
Delbert G. Piller ’58, M.S. ’59; 4/20 
Richard L. Kaylor ’59; 3/20 
Barbara A. (Frampton) Monkman ’59; 3/20 
60s
William D. Fogal ’60, M.S. ’66; 4/20 
Martha L. (Eikenmeyer) Cunningham Owens 
’60, M.A. ’69; 1/20 
Maryann “Dolly” (Tomczak) Winslow ’61; 4/20 
Earl W. Dickson ’62, M.S. ’66, Ed.D. ’76; 2/20 
Mary J. (Carey) Hoffman ’62; 4/20
Emilie S. (Niemeier) Lehr ’62; 4/20 
Colletta H. Moser ’62; 1/20
Murray V. Rounds Jr. ’62, M.S. ’65; 2/20 
Mildred K. (Keating) Dessing ’63, M.S. ’65; 4/20 
Joy M. (Plattner) Hohulin ’63; 2/20
Joyce C. (Skinner) Sebby ’63; 4/20 
Kathleen M. (Clinite) White ’63; 4/20 
Barbara (Brown) Witter, M.S. ’63; 2/20
Marcia A. (Nelson) Gjerde ’64, M.S. ’67; 3/20 
Patricia (Kubilski) Luthe ’65, M.S. ’68; 4/20
Henry A. Plain, M.S. ’65; 4/20 
Gary A. Wilson ’65; 4/20 
Cathie A. (Leider) Burns ’66; 4/20 
Marjorie L. (Broers) Cullen ’66; 4/20 
Judith K. (Sherman) Dinelli ’66; 4/20
George D. Ginder ’66; 1/20
Lawrence M. Pennie ’66, M.S. ’69; 4/20 
Cheryl A. (Rademaker) Renfrow ’66; 2/20
Gayle A. (Jenkins) Wertz ’66; 1/20 
Donald E. Fortna ’67, M.S. ’70; 3/20 
Carl A. Lauer, M.A. ’67; 4/20 
Wilma M. (Evans) Noynaert, M.S. ’67; 4/20 
Warren Peto ’67; 1/20
Ruth D. (Sanders) Pratt ’67; 2/20 
Lois (Cipriano) Strom ’67; 1/20
Catherine Z. Williams, M.S. ’67; 4/20 
Sharon (Ling) Crum Albee ’68; 2/20
Esther F. Amundson ’68; 1/20 
Everett H. Laesch ’68; 3/20
Donna L. (Doudna) Poundstone ’68; 1/20
Delores (Emease) Thompson Hardy ’69; 1/20 
Kathryn L. (Larson) Johannes ’69; 1/20
Joyce M. (Taube) Kyle ’69; 2/20
William J. Tonkin ’69; 4/20 
Fostering diversity
Jadon Echols is a junior finance major 
from Chicago who formed the Black 
Excellence registered student organi-
zation. Its mission is to provide positive 
role models for Black males throughout 
campus by sticking together and involv-
ing each other in activities committed to 
the intellectual development of young 
adults and the economic empowerment 
of the Black community.
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A shift in the way Redbirds can engage with Illinois State University has 
occurred over the past several months as 
a result of the coronavirus. Virtual events 
have become increasingly popular as the 
Alumni Association continues to uphold 
its mission to strengthen relationships, 
provide opportunities for connection and 
continuing education after graduation, 
and foster involvement.
Redbirds heard from Illinois State  
Athletics, learned more about President 
Larry Dietz, heard how to better them-
selves as leaders and stress less about 
finances, made a Redbird dish in their 
own homes, and took time to learn  
about mental well-being through  
online offerings. Recordings of past 
events can be found online at  
Alumni.IllinoisState.edu/Virtual.
Virtual programming has expanded 
and strengthened connections to campus, as it allows individ-
uals from across the world to share in Redbird fun and ISU 
pride. More than 700 registered for the inaugural Reggie’s 
Virtual Run, which had alumni and friends 
complete 3.1 miles on their own. 
Zoom reunions are yet another way 
alumni are staying strong together. Several 
have found that these online gatherings 
help relieve stress and unease during a 
heightened time of anxiety. 
“The best part of a Zoom reunion was 
the ability to cross time zones. They were 
as far west as Vancouver Island and Alaska, 
across the United States and the Atlantic 
Ocean to London and Israel,” said reunion 
host Barb Dallinger ’81, M.S. ’01. 
“Seeing partners, children, and pets was 
great, but the smile on their faces and the 
light in their eyes was what I’ll never for-
get,” Dallinger said, sharing that attendees 
found the most meaningful part of the 
experience was hearing voices of those 
they only see via social media. 
Individuals interested in hosting a  
virtual reunion can contact Alumni Engagement Director 
Stephanie Duquenne ’04, M.S. ’15, at saduque@IllinoisState.







Follo  eFollow MeFollow Me
Falafel tutorial with graduate student 
Isabelle Strack.
To stay informed about upcoming online events, go to Alumni.IllinoisState.edu/Virtual.
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70s
David C. Baker ’70, M.S. ’72; 3/20 
Thomas W. Bjork ’70; 1/20
Daryle W. Goretzke ’70; 5/20 
James S. Hill ’70; 3/20
John J. Larsen, M.S. ’70; 4/20 
Paul P. Shimek ’70; 2/20
George A. Franklin ’71; 4/20 
David J. Schusteff ’71; 4/20 
Linda T. (Williams) Cunningham ’72; 1/20
Emma J. Daugherty ’72; 2/20 
Michael H. Fiorini ’72; 2/20 
Susan M. (Sieberns) Hanson ’72; 8/20 
Joel D. Johnson ’72; 1/20
Lydia M. (Osborn) Lemme ’72; 2/20
Janet E. (Britton) Maynard ’72; 3/20 
Janan E. Rieff, Ed.D. ’72; 3/20  
Thomas C. Silzer ’72; 3/20 
David E. Wildt ’72; 1/20 
Thomas M. Corcoran ’73; 2/20 
John C. Daffara ’73; 3/20 
Barbara J. (Lindahl) Glover ’73; 4/20 
Donald F. Hahn ’73, M.S. ’77; 1/20 
Debra D. (Weir) Hannam ’73; 3/20 
Donald C. Klein Sr. ’73; 2/20 
Marianne (Kucharski) Page ’73; 4/20
Julie L. (Noakes) Reining ’73, M.S. ’77; 1/20 
Richard A. Ruzas Sr. ’73; 2/20 
James A. Schwark ’73; 4/20 
Robert R. Sheldon ’73; 1/20 
Caroline J. (Nelson) Thomas ’73; 3/20 
Larry W. Fredin ’74; 2/20 
Linda L (Ziegler) Waters ’74; 1/20
David C. Butcher Jr. ’75; 1/20 
David C. Hendricks ’75; 1/20 
John K. Nagy ’75; 1/20 
Theodore A. Nocella ’75; 2/20 
Elwyn Buche, Ed.D. ’76; 3/20 
Michael J. Christian ’76; 2/20 
Randall L. Decker ’76; 2/20
Michael R. Maurer ’76; 2/20
Thomas J. Gargano ’77, M.S. ’85; 2/20 
Gary W. Hoelle ’77; 3/20
Joseph M. Larkin ’77; 2/20
James Offord ’77; 4/20  
Brian K. Walsh ’77; 3/20 
Tom R. Winebaugh ’77; 3/20 
Anita C. (Ladstatter) Vitous ’78; 1/20
Deborah E. (Wright) Porter, M.S. ’79; 2/20
Willie L. Shearry ’79; 2/20 
80s
Aleksander W. Gimbut Jr. ’80; 2/20
Nancy J. (Johnson) Lyford ’80; 1/20
Laura A. (Riedman) Tyner ’80; 2/20
Maryann E. Wherry ’80, M.S. ’88, M.A. ’90; 1/20 
Norma L. (Martin) Bader, M.S. ’81; 1/20
Joy L. (Lyons) Dooley ’81; 1/20
Michael R. Maske ’81; 4/20 
Carol A. O’Connor ’81; 1/20
James A. Abel ’82; 4/20 
Lisa K. (James) Dierker ’82; 4/20 
Brad Kuchan, M.S. ’82; 1/20
Talma “Tam” M. (Skelton) Luallen ’82; 3/20 
James C. Wierciak ’83; 4/20 
Martha E. Carlton ’84; 2/20 
Judith M. (Zoda) Carnegie, M.S. ’84; 1/20 
Troy J. LaVine ’84; 1/20
Living memorial
Five Chicagoland women met at ISU in 1967 and remained friends. They gathered 
to remember one from the group who died from breast cancer, Sarah Filler ’70, 
with the planting of a tree on the Quad. They are, from left, Suzanne Valis Picchi ’71, 
Eileen Wolf ’69, Connie Reedy Heneghan ’71, and Diane Nakielny Santos ’68. Patrick 
Murphy, center, is Fell Arboretum’s curator and coordinated the project. 
There are three ways to submit  
your information.
• Go online to  
Alumni.IllinoisState.edu/ClassNotes.
• Email your news to  
sjblyst@IllinoisState.edu.
• Mail your news to Class Notes,  
Illinois State University,  
Campus Box 3100, Normal, IL 61790.
For additional information, contact  
Alumni Engagement at (309) 438-2586  
or email alumni@IllinoisState.edu.
The complete listing of class notes through 
the 2000s can be found online at  
IllinoisState.edu/Magazine.
We want to hear from you!
Fall 2020    STATE    39
Neil H. Chance ’85; 2/20
William A. Estrem, Ph.D. ’85; 2/20 
Ellen C. (Perkins) Hoffman ’85; 2/20 
Dennis K. Ross ’85; 2/20 
Barbara (Houston) Schaeffer, MFA ’85; 2/20 
Aaron T. Chambers ’86; 3/20 
Sandra R. (Reuttiger) Gambino ’86; 8/20
Gregory R. Garber ’86; 4/20 
Timothy J. Jobst, M.S. ’86; 5/20 
David J. Guimond ’88; 5/20
Steven M. Roemmel ’88; 4/20 
Joan “Wendy” E. Sudbury-Holtschlag ’88; 1/20
Kenneth W. Wiese ’88; 2/20 
William D. Davison ’89; 2/20 
Harold E. Ford, Ph.D. ’89; 1/20 
Angela R. (Little) Hobgood ’89; 5/20 
Andrew S. Kurtz ’89; 4/20
Christopher L. Siegmund ’89; 4/20
Dina L. (Bowman) Vaughan ’89; 1/20 
90s
Jack Masters III ’91; 5/20 
Keith W. Stirrat ’91; 2/20 
Jan E. Thompson ’91; 4/20
Audra L. (Smith) Berg ’92; 5/20
Martha L. Christie, Ed.D. ’92; 5/20
Todd M. Dolan, M.S. ’92; 5/20
Cheryl J. (Reid) Pierce ’92; 5/20 
Wesley G. Wiles ’92; 1/20 
Sharon K. Cress-Bennett ’93; 1/20
Catherine Kennedy ’93; 1/20 
Susan P. Robb ’93; 1/20 
James A. Glazbrook ’94; 4/20 
James F. Phillips ’94; 3/20 
Margaret M. (Powers) Stumpf ’94; 3/20 
Nikki J. (Turner) Hahn ’95; 1/20
Brenda E. Hopkins-Cox ’95; 4/20 
Genise (Tillis) Bailey ’96, M.S. ’98; 2/20 
Robert B. Campbell II ’99; 4/20 
Roy “Junior” M. Pulliam Jr. ’99; 4/20 
Lindsay W. Wright ’99; 3/20 
00s
Brenda K. (Johnson) Azinger, M.M. ’01; 3/20 
Mary Beth (Brashear) Brannstrom ’08; 1/20
Still making memories
There were plenty of memorable moments for six young ladies who met through the 
Phi Kappa Delta co-op while attending ISU decades ago. All graduates of 1976, the 
women have maintained a strong friendship that was renewed during a campus visit. 
They are, from left, Melanie (Reed) Palmer, Meridian, Idaho; Jill (Humbert) Finn, 
M.S. ’79, Moline; Barbara (Wagoner) Morris, Shorewood; Jayne (Seisser) Holley, 
Campton Hills; JoEllyn (Doglio) VanDuyne, Wilmington; and Rebecca (Funk) Cecil, 
Lincoln. 
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Marla Lowenthal ’73 has traveled the world, taught U.S. military members living abroad in Europe,  and holds four advanced degrees. Her worldly  
perspective and wealth of knowledge developed following  
her years at Illinois State, which remain the most formative  
of her experiences. 
“I came to Illinois State during tumultuous times,” said 
Lowenthal, referring to the 1970 protests at Kent State and 
Jackson State that resulted in student fatalities. “But I had the 
best professors who were humane, helped us deal with the 
issues we had, and ultimately changed my life.” 
The late Dr. Charles Harris introduced Lowenthal to 
absurdism, which became a guiding philosophy in her life. 
Others nurtured Lowenthal’s desire to learn about herself 
and individuals through literature’s lens. As an ISU student, 
Lowenthal created a self-directed course of African-American 
and women’s literature in a time when non-white, non-male 
writers were not widely studied. 
Lowenthal’s gratitude for her Illinois State experience 
inspired her to make an estate gift commitment to the English 
Department in 2017. She added to it in 2019 with the hope her 
investment will continue ISU’s tradition of excellence  
in English education. 
With a Ph.D. in international multi-cultural education, 
Lowenthal is a faculty voice herself. She taught for 22 years 
at Menlo College in Atherton, California. Though formally 
retired, she teaches communication and rhetoric part-time  
at the University of San Francisco and San Francisco State 
University. Her students grapple with issues of race and  
gender, just as Lowenthal did in the 1970s. 
“Literature teaches you about people more than anything 
else. If you want to learn about human beings and their 
cultures, read literature. Literature helps you discover more 
about yourself and understand the world around you,” said 
Lowenthal, who sees language as the origin of racial divide,  
as well as the answer to becoming a more humane society. 
With her estate commitment, Lowenthal hopes to gift 
future Redbirds this framework for understanding, just as she 
received through her Illinois State University education.
Support your passion at ISU and impact a student’s Redbird  
experience. You can make a gift online at IllinoisState.edu/Giving  
or by calling (309) 438-2294.




Caution in the classroom 
Precautions taken during the fall semester to protect students, faculty, and staff from the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) are obvious across the University. From mandating adequate space in classrooms to 
opening convenient test sites and distributing a free Redbird mask to everyone, the ISU community 
returned to campus attentive and enthusiastic. 
